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It appears from a deed executed by Thomas Killi-
grew and others, that in the year 1666, the whole
profit arising from acting plays, masques, &c. at the
king's theatre, was divided into twelve shares, and
three quarters8, of which Mr. Killigrew, the manager,
had two shares and three quarters: and if we may
trust to the statement in another very curious paper,
inserted below, (which however was probably exagge-
rated,) each share produced, at the lowest calculation,
about S501.9 per ann. net; and the total clear profits
consequently were about 3187L 10s. Od.

" And in some passion or strange agonie
" Disturb both mee and all the companie."

On some occasions application was made by individuals to the
Master of the Revels, to restrain this licentiousness of the stage ;
as appears from the following note :

*' Octob. 1633. Exception was taken by Mr. Sewster to the
second part of The Citty Shuffler, which gave me occasion to stay
the play, till the company [of Salisbury Court] had given him sa-
tisfaction ; which was done the next day, and under his hande he
did certifye mee that he was satisfyed." MS. Herbert.

8  In an indenture tripartite, dated December 31, 1666, (which
I have seen) between Thomas Killigrew and Henry Killigrew, his
son and heir, of the first part, Thomas Porter, Esq. of the second
part, and Sir John Sayer and Dame Catharine Sayer, his wife, of
the third part, it is recited,  (inter alia,) that the profits arising
by acting of plays, masques, &c. then performed by the company
of actors called the king and queen's players, were by agreement
amongst themselves and Thomas Killigrew, divided into twelve
shares and three quarters, and that Thomas Killigrew was to have
two full shares and three quarters.    And by agreement between
Henry and Thomas, Henry was to have four pounds per week,
out of the two shares of Thomas, except such weeks when the
players did not act.

In 1682, when the two companies united, the profits of acting,
we are told by Colley Gibber, were divided into twenty shares,
ten of which went to the proprietors or patentees, and the other
moiety to the actors, in different divisions proportioned to their
merit.

9  Wright says in his Historia Histrionica that he had been as-
sured by an old actor, that "for several years next after the Res-
toration every whole sharer in Mr. Hart's company, [that is, the
King's servants,]  got 10001. per ann:'   But his informer was
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